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Clifford Henderson’s ‘Salt and
Pepper’ was part of the 2016‘8
Tens @ 8’ festival.

New
year, new
moods
‘8 Tens @ 8’ play festival
reaches out for tenderness
and connection
By Wallace Baine
wbaine@santacruzsentinel.com
@wallacebaine on Twitter

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

When he wasn’t in the water, the late legendary surfer Shawn ‘Barney’ Barron nurtured a passion for art his entire adult life.

A surfer’s swansong

Shawn ‘Barney’ Barron was a magician in the surf, but he was also a visionary in his art
By Wallace Baine
wbaine@santacruzsentinel.com
@wallacebaine on Twitter

It would have been enough for Shawn “Barney” Barron to be a
great surfer. And nobody doubts that he was one of the most creative and flamboyant big-wave riders to ever come out of the ridiculously rich culture of Santa Cruz surfing.
But Barron had another gift that, as difficult as it is for local
surf fans to fathom, rivaled surfing as the major passion of his life.
You know Barney the surfer. But do you know Shawn the
artist?

‘THE HEART
OF BARNEY’
Featuring:
The art work of
Shawn ‘Barney’
Barron
When: Opening reception,
Friday, Jan. 6, 5
to 9p.m.
Where: R.
Blitzer Gallery,
2801Mission
St., Santa Cruz.
Tickets: $10at
the door. Live
music by Ribsys
Nickel and food
by Pono Hawaiian Grill.
Details: rblitzergallery.com

This month, the R. Blitzer Gallery on
the Westside of Santa Cruz presents the
“The HeART of Barney,” a dazzling retrospective of the artwork of Barron, who
died in the spring of 2015 at the age of 44.
When it comes to art, Barron was no
dilettante. He left behind about a thousand pieces of art – paintings, sculptures,
collages and other forms, all culled by
a team of close friends and family who
acted as curators for the Blitzer show,
which opens with a reception on Friday.
The show will also feature sketchbooks
and other artifacts that testify to Barron’s passions.
“It wasn’t some hip phase he went
through,” said photographer and filmmaker Patrick Trefz, a long-time friend.
“It was more like something he was born
to do. It was an outlet for him, just like
surfing was an outlet. Surfing was just
an additional brush that he had in his
hand.”
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If you’re the kind of person
prone to reading societal narratives into the selections of the annual “8 Tens @ 8 Short Play Festival,” then obviously we are all
in a yearning and contemplative
mood as 2017 dawns.
Actors’ Theatre again presents
16 plays, each 10 minutes long, in
two separate programs at “8 Tens
@ 8,” opening Friday and running
through Feb. 6.
“Every year, we get a theme,”
said the festival’s artistic director Wilma Marcus Chandler, “a
flood of plays about this, that or
the other thing. (This year), the
plays are so serious and tender. I
think people are longing for some
kind of kindness and connection,
some meaningful relationships
with each other.”
The festival has long been
known for its deft blend of sweet
and salty, the poignant standing
shoulder to shoulder with the
comic. And though this year’s festival includes plenty of moments
of comic relief, Chandler said the
dominant theme is one of tenderness.
Four of the 16 selected plays for
this year’s festival come via Santa
Cruz County writers – Brian Spencer, Claudia Sternbach, Kathryn
Chetkovich and Janis Hashe. And,
just in those instances, the theme
holds firm.
For instance, Spencer’s offering, “Shakespeare’s Boy” (directed
by Andrew Ceglio) is about the
first production of Shakespeare’s
“Romeo and Juliet,” in an era in
which all roles were played by
male actors. “It’s about the longing the actor playing Romeo
8 TENS » PAGE 6

‘8 TENS @ 8’ 10-MINUTE
PLAY FESTIVAL
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Barron suffered from bipolar disorder, and he used art as both an
escape valve and a means to reflect his psyche.

Opportunities for Enlightenment and Entertainment

When: Wednesdays through
Saturdays at 8p.m. with Saturday
and Sunday matinees at 3p.m.
Where: Center Stage Theater,
1001Center St., Santa Cruz.
Tickets: $25general; $22seniors/
students; $40two-night package.
Details: www.sccat.org.

On the horizon
Roy Zimmerman to return to Santa Cruz County
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Ronstadt
Generations

Barbara Dane

Erik Vance

Dave Stamey

Brothers Michael
(above) and Petie
Ronstadt (nephews
of Linda) are at the
heart of this band
that explores the
tradition of the
Southwest with
original songs. They
play Don Quixote’s.
WWW.DONQUIXOTESMUSIC.INFO

This legendary folk
and blues singer
and political activist approaches her
90th birthday this
year, performing
at a show at the
Kuumbwa with
pianist Tammy Hall
and bassist Ruth
Davies.
WWW.KUUMBWAJAZZ.
ORG

Science writer
explores the brain’s
power to delude itself in his new book
‘Suggestible You,
on placebos, false
memories, hypnosis
and other ways we
confuse belief with
truth. He comes to
Bookshop Monday.
WWW.BOOKSHOPSANTA
CRUZ.COM

If you have a taste
for cowboy songs,
you probably already know plenty
about this popular
Western performer
and Will Rogers
Award winner. He
brings his cowboy
vibe to Don Quixote’s next week.

The razor-sharp musical satirist (and longtime Santa Cruz favorite) Roy Zimmerman
suffered a small stroke last September.
But in the can’t-keep-a-good-man-down
department, Zimmerman has been touring
the last few weeks. His tour will bring him to
Don Quixote’s in Felton for a show Feb. 26.
Zimmerman is known as the former front man for the Foremen,
the wise-acre folkie quartet that made politicians’ lives miserable
back in the 1990s. Despite his health setback, 2016was a busy
year creatively for Zimmerman and, with a new political era about
to down, he’s certainly got a lot of new material to work with.
WWW.DONQUIXOTESMUSIC.INFO

This just in: The North Carolina folk duo Mandolin Orange is set
to play Don Quixote’s March 30... Also at DQ’s, a big St. Paddy’s
Day Party March 17... The fine singer/songwriter Bryn Loosley
and his band the Back Pages are set for the Kuumbwa Feb. 17...
Surf gods the Mermen return to Moe’s Alley Jan. 28.

WWW.DONQUIXOTESMUSIC.INFO

?
favorites in 2016
What were your

polls are open,

vote now!

2016

This is your chance to vote for the best in categories ranging from Automotive
to Food, to Retail Shops and everything in between! You can vote in as few
or as many categories as you’d like! Don’t see your favorite on the list?
Write them in! Cast at least 10 votes to automatically be entered to win
4 free movie tickets a month for the next 6 months!

www.sCsrC2016.Com
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Barney
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Trefz worked with Barron’s sister Amelia Coulter, his long-time girlfriend
Brenna Darcey and surfing
pal Daryl “Flea” Virostko, as
well as gallery owner Rob
Blitzer to put the show together.
Barron was an active and
devoted artist since childhood and became serious
with painting thanks to the
inspiration of his teacher
Katie Harper at Santa Cruz
High School.
“She really taught me how
to see,” he said in a 2011 interview. “Everybody can be
an artist. A lot of time people get frustrated because
they try to be as realistic as
possible. But you don’t have
to be realistic. That’s what I
love about it.”
Barron’s art is as vivid
and demonstrative as his
surfing style in the water.
Other than his experiences
with Harper at Santa Cruz
High, he was not a trained
artist and his work fits in
well with the “outsider art”
movement. He was also diagnosed with bi-polar disorder at a young age, and

8 Tens
FROM PAGE 1

has for the Juliet character and how what he wants
can never happen, because
Juliet is being played by a
straight boy who is only
playing the part because
he loves acting. But still the
longing remains.”
Sternbach’s “Iron Man”
(directed by Susan Forrest)
is a touching play about a
woman who has lived her
entire life in an iron lung
and the man who attends
to her. Hashe offers up “No
Telling” (directed by Chandler), a play on meditation, which touches on the
mind’s longing for serenity.
And playwright Chetkovich comes in with “The
Transaction” (directed by
Nat Robinson), a character study about a deal involving a kidney dona-
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The R. Blitzer Gallery will exhibit a wide-ranging retrospective of Barron’s art. An opening reception takes place Friday.
ously knew who he was,”
said Trefz, “and I started
seeing him in different
places when I was traveling
around the world (as a surf
photographer). From the be-

ginning, he was just a cool,
approachable guy. Art was
the number-one thing with
him. He would really get in
deep and talk about it.”
From Hockney to Dali to

Basquiat, Barron soaked up
the influences. His interests
included nude figures – he
was particularly known for a
series of body and leg molds
he made of female models
that he would then transform into a surface for collage work – as well as otherworldly themes.
“He was really into star
patterns, the moon, aliens,
superheroes in space suits.
There was something about
him that was very otherworldly, beyond what normal
people would understand.”
Barron died in 2015 of a
ruptured aorta, reportedly
from a genetic family disposition, though he had struggled with drug use in the
last years of his life. He was
also known for his volunteer
work and his commitment
to the arts. In 2011, he and
well-known shaper Vince
Broglio curated a show at
the Blitzer called “Oceans
of Arts,” which threw a spotlight on other up-and-coming artists.
“He was a creative genius,” said Trefz. “Driven
and positive and charismatic and funny, and different. He brought people
together who otherwise
would not hang out with
each other.”

Trefz said that making art
was often an effective way
for Barron to relieve some
of the pressures of his mental illness.
Trefz and Barron met in

the early 1990s, when both
were in their early twenties.
Barron was already something of a surfing superstar,
known for his backflips and
360s on the board. “I obvi-

tion in which the donor is
more interested in receiving gratitude than money
for his kidney.
Other plays in the theme
include Portland playwright Jody McColman’s
“God Speed, Apollo,” about
a father and a daughter
facing the evaporation of
the girl’s childhood against
the backdrop of the final
Apollo moon landing.
“I’m really moved this
year that so many of these
plays have a kind of longing for connection,” said
Chandler.
Yet, there is comedy too.
Richard Chin’s “True” (directed by Anita Natale)
ponders the role that sex
robots can play in the
lives of long-time married
couples. “Cooley’s Reel”
by Madeline Puccioni (directed by Gerry Gerringer)
posits a man who wakes up
one day to find that he is
now a woman.

The plays are divided
into two nights, the “A
Night” and the “B Night,”
each one with a different
selection of plays, which
means to see the entire
run of 16 plays requires
two tickets on two different dates.
The festival has expanded to include 16 plays
in part because of the
consistent rise in quality of the plays submitted
from all over the country
and several parts of the
world. The plays are chosen blindly (without the
author’s name attached)
by a panel of judges.
“The concept of the
10-minute play has really
flowered,” said Chandler.
“It isn’t so much just skits
anymore. At one time,
years ago, the plays were
PHOTO BY JANA MARCUS
skits. Now they are fully
Brian Spencer’s ‘Tis a Tale’ was presented at last year’s ‘8Tens @ 8’ festival.
formed plays with messages and statements and These plays have a begin- mactic moment, in which posed to getting a little elvistas into other worlds. ning, a middle and a cli- we travel the story, as op- bow in the ribs.”

